
Calendar 
Highlights 

March 1 
Holy Communion 

March 8 
Gifts of Women 

March 11 
Community Forum 

Immigration Policy: Who 
are Our Neighbors? 
Sanctuary 7:30 PM 

March 15 
Mission Trip 

Extravaganza 
5:00 PM Fellowship 

Hall 

March 21 
PW Spring Gathering 

9:30 - 12:30 

March 22 
Community Choir Fest 

Methodist Church 4pm

March 29
Community Service of 

Healing  7 PM
Sanctuary

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World

Glad Tidings
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield • MARCH 2020

Dear Family of Faith Members, 
Last month I wrote about the West Jersey Presbytery policy 
concerning how retiring pastors need to maintain a distance 
from the churches they are leaving. While I acknowledged 
that this policy can be difficult for both parties, I believe it is a 
sound one. I would not want to interfere with the 
relationships your next Senior Pastor will develop with you. 

Part of the preparation to welcome a new pastor will be 
guided by an Interim/Transitional Pastor. The Personnel 
Committee of Session has been working diligently for several 
months to locate just the right person to fulfill this important 

role. Hopefully, the time between my retirement on April 30 and the arrival of the 
Interim/Transitional Pastor will be brief. 

That person's ministry will include, but not be limited to, processing with church 
members the difficulty in saying goodbye to someone who has been here as long 
as I have. I've experienced already that such goodbyes include sadness, anger, 
anxiety and disappointment. Please feel free to express your reactions to my 
retirement before I leave and to the Interim/Transitional Pastor after he or she 
arrives here in Haddonfield. 

Another important part of his or her ministry will be to look at things with fresh 
eyes. Because I have been here for over 18 years we have become accustomed to 
certain patterns in our life together. While I am certain everyone of them has 
been nearly perfect (just kidding!), the suggestion of some new or altered 
patterns will help this church family to continue to move forward in ministry and 
mission. So, no "We've always done it this way" when fresh perspectives are 
shared!  

When the Interim/Transitional Pastor joins you, welcome and care for him or her 
the same way you have always welcomed and cared for me. The work to be done 
in the months ahead will be critical to the long-term health of this church family. 
And until that person arrives, pray that the wisdom he or she brings will pave the 
way for another long-term relationship with your next Senior Pastor. 

While I will not be here, all of you will always be in my heart! 
In Christ's peace, 
Bill

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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— Church Staff — 

Rev. Bill Getman  
Pastor 

Peter 
Leibensperger 
Music Director 

Nancy Ruth 
Wainwright  

Children’s Choirs 

Mark A. Cole 
Organist 

Gabrielle 
Heimerling 

Director of Youth 
and Family 
Ministries 

Barbara Sewall  
Marisa McGovern 

Preschool Directors 

Anne Vial  
Office Administrator 

Kris Bean  
Financial Secretary 

Ed Hess 
Community 
Caseworker 

Anthony Sharp 
Pastoral Assistant 

Rebecca Mannion  
Receptionist 

Mike Richardson 
Custodian 

Mark Hall 
Security

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
The February Session meeting began with the Elders and 

Deacons meeting in the Sanctuary for reflection and prayer. 
Everyone was encouraged to remember times when God's 
grace was evident in their lives, and to continue to 
remember those times when walking through life's 
challenging valleys. 
Session highlights included: 
- A summary by Pastor Bill about what the Session should expect 
when the Interim/Transitional Pastor arrives and begins his or 
her ministry here;
- A review by the Finance and Property Committee of the work 
being done on the Wezner House (new furnaces and central air 
conditioners), of the repairs and painting of the Sanctuary 
planned for this summer, and of the anticipated painting, 
carpeting and upgrading of the Light House/Manse prior to Nikki 
and Marco Passante’s eventual move into it;
- Christian Education's report about the Lenten small group
studies and the completion for Session's approval in March of 
updated nursery policies; 
- A report on the newly formed Preschool Committee and the
wonderful ministry being fulfilled by Barb Sewall, Marisa
McGovern and their entire preschool staff;
- Personnel Committee's progress in finding the right candidate
to serve as the Interim/Transitional Pastor after Bill's retirement;
- A brief report regarding the prospects of our church's
involvement with the Partnership for Sacred Spaces, a 
Philadelphia based group which assists congregations in raising 
funds for the restoration of their historic buildings; 
- An update on the progress of improving our congregation's 
security practices, especially in the ways we can avoid the 
tragedy of an active shooter.   

The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:00 pm. 

CELEBRATING BILL 

We will celebrate Pastor Bill's retirement on Sunday, April 19 in 
Fellowship Hall after the 10 am service. Save the date for 
expressing our thankfulness to Bill for the 18 + years he has led 
our church. Kris is collecting for a purse.

Community Forum on March 11 
Immigration Policy: Who are Our Neighbors? 
Speaker: Jeff DeCristofaro, Esq,, Executive Director, 

Camden Center for Law and Social Justice 
Issues considered will include: How the Immigration 
process really works; Changes in Policies and Practices over 
the past several years; Hurdles to legal status; Who are our 
neighbors seeking to immigrate.  Join the discussion from 
7:30 to 9:00 PM in the Sanctuary.

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com


Christian Heritage Classes 

• March 1 Pure Evil (aka “The Devil”) 
and God’s “Responsibility” for it? 
Evil is real, tangible, and 
immediate, and it demands 
consideration and should never 
be trivialized. 

•  March 8 – The Doxology: The 
Story of Music in the Church 
“Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost” Music has been part of 
Christian worship since the early 
Church, when the first believers 
sang “psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, making melody in their 
hearts to the LORD” (Ephesians 
5:19). 

• • March 15 – The Chorister (1): The 
History of the Church in Britain--
through its Music. Choristers have 
sung in the choirs of England’s 
cathedrals and other large 
churches for 1400 hundred years
—and continue to do so today.  

                       MUSIC MINISTRY
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      Worship Participation Schedule 

         Cherub Choir   3/01/20 10:00am 
  Carol Choir  3/01/20 10:00am 
  Chapel Choir  3/08/20 10:00am 
  Thomas Sherrerd 3/08/20 10:00am 
  Choir 
  Alleluia Bells  3/15/20  10:00am 
  Moore Bells  3/15/20 10:00am 
  Kirk Ringers  3/22/20 10:00am  
  Whitechapel Bells 3/29/20 10:00am 

Community Church Choir Festival 
On March 22nd, the Chapel Choir and Chancel Choir will join with other church choirs of our community at the 
Methodist Church for a 4:00pm concert.  All are welcome and encouraged to give generously to the free-will 
offering.  Call time for the choirs is 2:30pm on March 22nd.  The Chapel Choir will also rehearse on Saturday, March 
14th from 10:00am – 11:30am, and the Chancel Choir will rehearse that day from 11:00am – 12:30pm. 

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director

Congratulations and Thanks to  
Our 2020 Confirmation Class 

Students and Parents,  Thank you so much for the lovely 
flowers and generous gift cards.  And thank you for all the time 
and energy you put into to getting to church, participating in 
class, asking great questions and having thoughtful 
discussions.  I have prayed for all of you the last five months 
and will continue to do so.  Lee and I learned from you and are 
thrilled to know you learned from us.  Continue on your 
journey with our Awesome Lord. Know that the Holy Spirit is 
here to guide you.  I am so proud of all of you. God Bless you 
and your families and know that you are always in my prayer 
notebook and in my heart.  Deb



First Presbyterian Church Preschool        
 The nicest place to be is in someone’s thoughts, 


the safest place to be is in someone’s prayers, 

and the very best place to be is … in the hands of God.


At the Preschool we are celebrating Dr. Seuss's Birthday! Wacky rhymes and quirky characters found their 
way onto the door and into the classrooms at Presby! Our 4 year old classes, Transitional Kindergarten 
class, and Kindergarten Enrichment children are immersed in Dr. Seuss books, crafts, activities, snacks, 
and silly songs. The children moved around the school and enjoyed a unique experience in each 
classroom. The rhyming and repetition in Dr. Seuss books support academic objectives but there are also 
many important life lessons that can be learned through his stories. Our students not only learned 
rhymes and silly songs but learned that "Fun is Good", there should always be time for silliness! 

The fun and learning will continue this month as we welcome the Cedar Run Owls on March 23rd. We will 
interact with live Owls and learn some fascinating facts!  The refuge is always collecting items for their lost/
injured animals – paper towels, ziplock  baggies all sizes, stainless steel/ceramic pet bowls, pine sol, zip ties, 
Lysol wipes and large trash bags.  You may want to help with our furry friends – and visit them with a gift! 

Summer School:   May 26 - June 12, 9:30 – noon.  Classes for those children “going into 2 ½ Class ; going 
into 3’s Class; going into 4’s Class; going into Pre-K Class; and going into Kindergarten in the school 
year of 2017 – 2018.   Please come to the office for information, or call, 856-429-0609.
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        March 30 – April 1 
        Group Pictures 

April  1-3  
Mother’s Morning Out 
classes, 2 ½, & 4/5’s classes 
will have Egg Hunts at 
school during this week on 
the playground. 

April 7 and 8  
Three Year-old Classes will 
be going to Springdale 
Farm for Easter Egg Hunts!   

April 10 – 17  
No School, “Happy Easter” 

       April 27 – May 1 
       Bike Rodeo Fellowship Hall                                             
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2020 We warmly welcome you 
into full membership in the church!  Thank you for 
offering so much of yourselves with your thoughtful 
meditations, scripture readings, music and prayers 
while leading worship on Sunday, February 9, 2020. A 
big congratulations to our class of 19 on a job well 
done: Madeline Mary Crumley, Emma Claire 
Miserendino, Samantha Kate Gallo, Adam James 
Furlong, Macklan William Plunkett, Michael George 
Anderson, Jr., Patrick Connor LaBrie, Brynn Emerson 
Durham, Vincent Michael DeVita, Ava Pearl McConnell, 
Anna Craig Zeigler, Katherine Ann Schaffer , Colin 
Werner Preihs, Lilliana Marina Kuball, Jillian Grace 
Shapiro,Julia Christine Hart, Dane Steven Samartino, 
Sierra Rose Milone, Griffin Ryan Adams 

We offer special thanks and gratitude to our 
CONFIRMATION TEACHERS Lee Federline and Deb 
Nussbaum who worked cheerfully and tirelessly with 
our confirmation class over these past five months. 
Also, a special thank you to our CONFIRMATION 
MENTORS, who met with our Confirmation Students, 
got to know them, guided and shared their faith with 
them over the past several months! Thank you for 
showing our newest members how much this 
community cares about them and how excited we are 
to have them here with us. You are wonderful.  

THIRD GRADE COMMUNION Starting on Sunday, 
March 8th, all Third Grade Sunday School Students will 
begin their 5-week long communion class to prepare 
the students to take the Lord's Supper together on 
Sunday, April 5th. The third graders will become 
"catacombers" as they follow the sign of the fish and 
explore the origin and meaning of the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. Attendance in Sunday School is 
especially important during these four weeks. For more 
information please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com.  

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE  Calling all Middle and High 
Schoolers! Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday 
Nights in the Lighthouse. Both Middle School and High 
School will meet from 5pm-6pm - please join us for 
pizza, dessert, fun and games. The door is always open 
for new friends to come join us - we'd love to have you. 
We will meet on March 1st, 8th, 22nd, and 29th taking 
a break for the Mission Trip Extravaganza on the 15th.  

**If you would like to receive regular updates about 
Youth Group events, please send your name and e-mail 
address to Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com 

MISSION TRIP EXTRAVAGANZA - SUNDAY MARCH 
15th 5pm  in Fellowship Hall Come support the 2020 
Youth Mission Trip partnering with Motown Mission in 
Detroit, MI and learn more about the work we will be 
doing there! Enjoy a delicious dinner, crafts for kids, 
great entertainment, a Tombola Basket Raffle, and 
Silent Auction! ALL proceeds will support this 
incredible ministry in the life of our church and assist in 
the cost of our trip.  Tickets may be purchased from our 
Mission Trip attendees on Sunday after both services 
on March 1st, 8th, and 15th and also in the church 
office during the week.  Tickets are $10, kids 12 and 
under are free. Thank you for your support with this 
important work. 

NURSERY UPDATE  Please know that we have updated 
our nursery policies and procedures.  Parents are 
required to sign off that they have received a copy of 
the new policies and you must complete an 
information card for each child in the nursery prior to 
leaving your child in the nursery.  Any questions, please 
contact Gabrielle Heimerling. 

LENTEN BOOK GROUPS The Walk by Adam Hamilton  
Join one of our 6 Lenten Study groups as we discuss 
how we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in 
him, and faithfully serve him?  Discover five essential 
spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. 
Group sign ups along with books for purchase for $10 
are available in the church office during the week and 
in the Parlor on Sundays.  We hope you will join us! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CHRISTIAN ED/YOUTH CALENDAR 
March 1st - Youth Group 5pm 
March 8th – Third Grade Communion class 10am, 
Youth Group 5pm 
March 15th - Third Grade Communion Class 10am, 
Mission Trip Extravaganza, 5pm, Fellowship Hall 
March 22nd - Third Grade Communion Class 10am, 
Youth Group 5pm 
March 29th - Third Grade Communion Class 10am, 
Youth Group 5pm 
April 5th - Third Grade Communion Sunday (Palm 
Sunday), Youth Group 5pm 
April 12th - Easter Sunday - NO Sunday School 

mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com


Ongoing Opportunities 

St. Wilfrid’s Clinic - One Saturday each month, 
volunteers are needed to assist with medical 
services, food and clothing distribution, Spanish 
translation, and activities for children.  All ages 
are welcome.   

Upcoming dates are March 21, April 18, and 
May 16.  St. Wilfrid's is located at 83 N. Dudley 
Street in Camden.  Please contact Sara 
Watson for more information at 
hotdaisey1966@gmail.com or (856)520-4049.  

Cooking for Joseph's House - One Tuesday 
afternoon each month, volunteers are needed to 
cook a meal that will be delivered to Joseph's 
House, a homeless shelter in Camden, the 
following day.  Cooking takes places between 1 
and 3 p.m. in the FPC kitchen.   

Bakers also are asked to drop off sweet treats in 
the kitchen on cooking days.  Upcoming cooking 
dates are February 25, March 24, and April 28.  
Contact Sharon Hoobler at jlhsea@comcast.net 
for more information. 

Upcoming Special Offering in April 

On Palm Sunday (April 5) and Easter Sunday 
(April 12), a special offering will be collected for 
PC (USA).  One Great Hour of Sharing supports 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People -- three programs that 
serve individuals and communities in need.  
From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, these vital programs 
provide people with safety, sustenance and 
hope.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MISSION
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INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS 

Interfaith Caregivers is looking for volunteers.  Help 
your senior and disabled neighbors to stay in their 
homes.  It’s easy to volunteer.  You may select your 
assignment online, volunteer when you have time, 
even bring your children along. New times have 
been scheduled in 2020 –in March, the first Monday 
of the month (Mar.2nd) at 2 pm, the second Tuesday 
of the month (Mar.10th) at 6:30 pm, and the third 
Wednesday of the month (Mar.18th) at 10 am.  All 
sessions are held at the Interfaith Caregiver offices, 
20 Chestnut Street in Haddonfield.  For more 
information go to www.ifchaddons.org, call the 
office at 856-354-0298 or email 
suzand@ifchaddons.org.  Please join us in this 
important mission.  Thank you.

Easter Flowers 
If you wish to place a plant(s) in the Sanctuary on Easter 

Sunday in memory of a loved one, please use the 
following form: 

Please use a separate form (or piece of paper) for 
each memorial plant. 

(Please PRINT) 

Given by_________________________________ 

In Memory of______________________________ 

Or in Honor of_____________________________ 
______Lily @ $11.00_____Tulip @ $7.50 
___ Daffodil @ $7.50 ______ Hyacinth @7.50 

_____ I will pick up my flowers   or leave in Church ____ 

Make checks payable to  
First Presbyterian Church  
And Mail to: 
Margot Dark 
127 Linden Ave 
Haddonfield, NJ  08033 
Must be RECEIVED by April 1, 2020 
Lily’s are in short supply so please order those early

http://www.ifchaddons.org
mailto:suzand@ifchaddons.org
http://www.ifchaddons.org
mailto:suzand@ifchaddons.org


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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       Our Presbyterian Women will be hosting this 
year’s Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of 
the West Jersey Presbytery which will be held on 
March 21.  Gatherings provide PW groups with the 
opportunity to enjoy fellowship with members of 
other churches in their Presbytery.  They give us 
the chance to broaden our knowledge of the 
purpose of the PW through various programs and 
speakers.  

        The keynote speakers at this year’s Gathering 
will be Joanie Balderstone and Rebecca McIntire, 
founders of Distributing Dignity, Inc., a non-profit 
organization formed to enhance the dignity of 
women in need by distributing feminine products 
and undergarments.  Balderstone and McIntire 
organized the program to assist women in 
transition, women who may be aging out of foster 
care, those who are seeking refuge from domestic 
violence or struggling with life altering illnesses, 
those displaced by disaster and homeless veterans 
or teens.  

        Formed about ten years ago, Distributing 
Dignity now operates in twelve states and fifty-
two cities, partnering with seventy other non-
profits. Volunteers assure every woman in need 
that they are there to help and that those in need 
are valuable as people, as women. Groups 
partnering with Distributing Dignity in our area 
are NJ Caring Hearts, Cathedral Kitchen, and the 
Camden County Women’s Center. If you care to 

bring donations, please include new bras with 
tags, especially large size, and packaged feminine 
products. 

        The Spring Gathering will open with 
registration at 9:30 followed by Meditation in the 
Chapel on “Continual Hope and Praise,” and the 
Birthday Offering and Flag dedication. The 
program follows at 10:30. A luncheon ($10.00) will 
conclude the program.  Plan to stay after the 
formal program to talk with members of other PW 
groups. 

Future dates include: 

Coordinating Team meeting in the Hospitality 
Center at 9:45 AM on Tuesday, March 3.                              
Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, March 17 at 9:30 AM 
in the Hospitality Center.                                        
Circle 3 will meet on March 17 also, at 10:00 AM at 
the home of Virginia Dowd, 301 Evans Ave., 
856-428-3378.                                                                                                                       
Circle 4’s meeting will be held on Monday evening 
March 9 in the Hospitality Room at 7:15  with 
Barbara Solly as hostess. 

Gifts of Women Sunday, led by Sue Getman, will 
be celebrated on March 8. 

Looking ahead to May, our PW luncheon will be 
held on the 12th at Ponzio’s with guest speaker Ed 
Hess who is in charge of our IHOC program. 

The Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of the West Jersey Presbytery 

Saturday, March 21,    9:30 AM – 12:30 PM             

First Presbyterian Church,  Haddonfield, NJ 



PERIODICAL

Come Walk Our Meditation Labyrinth during Holy Week.




